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Richard H. Paynter and Phyllis Blanchard, clinical psycholo-
gists, analyzed the backgrounds of delinquent and behavior prob-
lem children brought to clinics. Home training and discipline
were found at fault in 90% of cases. SHELDON and ELEANOR
GLUECK, psychiatrists, found that 70% of delinquents' parents
were either too rigid or too lax in their discipline. Ross STAGNER,
a specialist in personality, reports that excessive punishment
typically results in revolt, possibly with delinquency, submission,
and withdrawal marked by daydreaming and other escape de-
vices, or outward submission with smoldering inward antagonism.
All have bad effects on personality development.
Parental rejection and overprotection were called by Marion
Kenworthy and David M. Levy, New York psychiatrists, the
most important factors influencing child behavior and person-
ality. Levy said ^verpi^ecton^mayjbe "dominating*" If so, a
child becomes submissive and dependent. Or overprotection may
be "indulgent," which^ffen^nn^about aggressiveness^buUy-
ing, and even deHiiguency in a chUd.*"Rejection by parents is the
greatest single cause of emotional insecurity in delinquent chil-
dren, William Healy and Augusta Bronner, of the Judge Baker
Foundation, discovered.
PERCIVAL M. SYMONDS, of Columbia University, studied the
personalities of 31 children "accepted" and loved by their par-
ents. He compared them with 31 rejected and neglected children.
In general the accepted children proved emotionally stable, well
socialized, calm, and interested in things. The rejected children
showed emotional instability, restlessness, indifference, and an-
tagonism.
Symonds also contrasted 28 children having dominant parents
with an equal number having submissive parents. Analyzing
their personality traits he found the dominated children politey
loyal, dependable, and docile, but also self-conscious, shy, an$
lacking in initiative. The children of submissive parents were
aggressive, disobedient, stubborn, and antagonistic, but at the